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Presentation Notes
FTA has funded Transit Livability Performance Measures research to identify potential measures that could be used in urban and rural areas. The research will also identify which data is nationally available and could be produced periodically.





Housing and Urban 
Development 

• Community Development 
Block Grants 

• Regional Planning 
• Local Challenge 
• Affordable Housing 

Programs 

Environmental Protection Agency 
• Brownfields Restoration 
• Smart Growth Technical Assistance 
• Water Infrastructure Funds 

Department of 
Transportation 

• TIGER Grants 
• FTA Programs 
• FHWA Flex Funding 
• United We Ride 
• FHWA Livability Efforts 
• State/Metro Planning 
• Railroad 

Infrastructure 

U.S. 
Department 

of 
Agriculture 

• Rural Efforts 

+ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Inclusion of USDA as we consider the needs and context of rural areas.



Infrastructure 
Investment 

•Urban/Rural 
Formula Programs 

•Specialized 
Programs 
•JARC 
•New Freedom 
•5310 

•New Starts 
•Discretionary Bus + 

Rail 
•TIGGER 

Capacity 
Building 

•Peer Exchanges 
•Technical 

Assistance 
•Demonstrations 
•Case Studies and 

Pilots  

Policy / 
Guidance 

•New Starts 
•Joint 

Development 
•Bike/Ped Access 

to Transit 
•Flexible Funding 

for Transit 
•Environmental 

Management 

Research 

•Affordable 
Housing Near 
Transit 

•Transit Oriented 
Development 

•Climate Change 
Impacts 

•Access to Transit 
•Transit Livability 

Performance 
Measures 



 Highlight the linkages among transportation 
investments and other community objectives 

 Establish baselines and track trends over time 

 Provide a common language and publicly meaningful 
measures 

 Inform policy decision-making 

 Identify data requirements for nationally available 
data 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Not looking at setting goals so much as understanding issues

Measures can support the dialogue of explaining the balancing of infrastructure choices – preservation and expansion. Impacts on air quality and quality of life. Multi-use streets (complete streets). 

Does the measure mean something to your non-transportation friends and family?



 Define national livability performance measures 
that would identify how well transit systems meet 
the needs of people in the communities they serve  

 Develop the data resources to be able to calculate 
these measures on an annual basis so as to track 
trends and progress 

 General enough to be applied nationally 
 Do not require a large ongoing funding 

commitment for collecting data 
 Explore a range of potential measures 
 Not prescribe any one approach as the focus of 

this investigation 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Building more “livable” communities has been identified as an objective of the US Department of Transportation.  Recognizing this, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) plans to develop measures of how well transit systems meet the needs of people in the communities they serve.  Such metrics are required for evaluating the success of livability enhancement programs, and for identifying where these programs are needed.

The objective of this project is to define national livability performance measures and to develop the data resources to be able to calculate these measures on an annual basis so as to track trends and progress. The scope of this effort includes both urban and rural areas with specific direction towards measures that will allow FTA to gauge the effectiveness of Federal transit livability efforts. �Such metrics are required for evaluating the success of livability enhancement programs, and for identifying where these programs are needed.  

Beyond this, the process of defining quantitative measures of abstract concepts, like livability, contributes to the understanding of objectives and builds a common vocabulary by which they can be discussed.

FTA is looking for metrics that are general enough to be applied nationally and that do not require a large ongoing funding commitment for collecting data.  The classic measures of transportation system performance, Accessibility and Mobility, have been defined and measured in many ways, usually in the data-rich context of academic planning exercises.  They often include factors that are outside the scope of how FTA can influence a community so FTA is seeking to define more practical and relevant metrics for its own use. (FTA largely influences the provision of local transit service by providing capital funding for agencies to maintain and expand transit systems. It does not usually get involved with operational decisions, such as defining transit routes and service levels.)

FTA’s intent is to encourage the exploration of a range of potential measures, not to prescribe any one approach as the focus of this investigation. To be useful, however, the resulting measures should help FTA identify where there are deficiencies in the level of transit service and address them through allocation of capital resources. 

FTA needs to develop an affordable and consistent source of national data on where transit service exists to support calculation of livability metrics.  This data will need to be updated on an annual basis to support performance reporting.  FTA’s National Transit Database is not currently suitable for collecting this type of data and FTA is seeking ideas for an approach that can leverage how agencies are already making this data available to the public.



 Three Cooperative Agreements 
Urban, Rural, Data Needs 

 Evaluate candidate measures across a 
geographic region  

 Demonstrate applicability at the national level 

 Incorporate a national perspective while being 
compatible with regional and local planning 
efforts 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Candidate measures shall be evaluated across a geographic region selected for data availability and for the variety of its urban environments.  This evaluation should be included as a final product of this effort.  This requirement is intended to demonstrate applicability at the national level. 





 Urban livability metrics 
 Rural livability metrics 
 Linda Cherrington & Suzie Edrington, Texas A&M 

 Livability data collection 
 Martin Catala, University of South Florida 

 FTA Office of Budget & Policy 
 Angela Dluger (angela.dluger@dot.gov) 
 Keith Gates (keith.gates@dot.gov) 



Transportation Choices 

Housing Choices 

Economic Competiveness 

Support Existing Communities 

Align Federal Policies 

Value Communities  

www.sustainablecommunities.gov 
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Presentation Notes
On June 16, 2009, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) joined together to help communities nationwide improve access to affordable housing, increase transportation options, and lower transportation costs while protecting the environment. 
The Partnership for Sustainable Communities works to coordinate federal housing, transportation, water, and other infrastructure investments to make neighborhoods more prosperous, allow people to live closer to jobs, save households time and money, and reduce pollution. The partnership agencies incorporate six principles of livability into federal funding programs, policies, and future legislative proposals. 

Based on 6 Livability Principles (later)

Housing and Urban Development
Housing + Transportation (H+T) Index
Sustainable Communities Grants

Environmental Protection Agency
Sustainability Performance Measures Guidebook

Department of Transportation
FHWA
Livability and Scenario Planning Guidebooks, EJ Resource Book, Sustainable Highways tool, Case Studies, Livability Performance Measures
FTA
Transit Livability Performance Measures 	

HUD has undertaken sustainability indicators scans through the University of Pennsylvania and the University of Southern California. They also plan to research a Housing + Transportation index which would allow consideration of these combined household expenses when understanding the total impact to the household budget of various housing choices.
DOT offers funding opportunities to support more livable walkable communities. For transit, this can include a variety of needs such as [list NOFA examples] bus or station amenities, pedestrian/bike connections, intermodal centers or intermodal connections.
EPA offers grants to support activities that improve the quality of development and protect human health and the environment. 

Livability Performance Measures (library approach), Leigh Lang – NC State Center for Transp and Env. Web-based. Beta. Workshops. Sharlene Reed is the lead on the performance measures effort.




Provide more transportation choices 
To decrease household transportation costs, reduce our nation’s dependence on foreign 
oil, improve air quality, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and promote public health 

Promote equitable, affordable housing 
Location- and energy-efficient housing choices to increase mobility and lower the 
combined cost of housing and transportation 

Enhance economic competitiveness 
Through reliable and timely access to employment centers, educational opportunities, 
services and other basic needs 

Support ex isting communities 
Target federal funding to increase community revitalization, improve the efficiency of 
public works investments, and safeguard rural landscapes 

Coordinate policies and leverage investment 
To increase the effectiveness of all levels of government to plan for future growth, 
including making smart energy choices 

Value communities and neighborhoods 
Invest in healthy, safe and walkable neighborhoods rural, urban or suburban 
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Presentation Notes
Partnership for Sustainable Communities 

6 livability principles, statements reduced to outcome expectations

(things that can be measured)

Need to focus on a limited number of measures with maximum impact



Housing and Urban Development 
• Sustainable Communities Community Challenge Grants 

• $28 million available 
• Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grants 

• $70 million available 

Environmental Protection Agency 
• None currently open; upcoming include 

• Smart Growth Technical Assistance 
• Brownfield Technical Assistance 

Department of Transportation 
• TIGER Discretionary Grant Program ($536 million) 
• Recently closed: 

• FTA Bus Livability Program ($150 million) 
• FTA Alternatives Analysis Program ($25 million) 
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Presentation Notes
HUD offers funding opportunities to help communities realize their own visions for building more livable, walkable, and environmentally sustainable regions. HUD has also established a sustainable cities preference. This designation was requested when applying for the FTA Livability Program grants.
DOT offers funding opportunities to support more livable walkable communities. 
EPA offers grants to support activities that improve the quality of development and protect human health and the environment. Current announcements:

Community Challenge Grants
The Department of Housing and Urban Development’s $28 million Community Challenge Planning Grant Program fosters reform and reduces barriers to achieving affordable, economically vital, and sustainable communities. Such efforts may include amending or replacing local master plans, zoning codes, and building codes, either on a jurisdiction-wide basis or in a specific neighborhood, district, corridor, or sector to promote mixed-use development, affordable housing, the reuse of older buildings and structures for new purposes, and similar activities with the goal of promoting sustainability at the local or neighborhood level. This Program also supports the development of affordable housing through the development and adoption of inclusionary zoning ordinances and other activities to support planning implementation.
Applications must be submitted by September 9, 2011 at 11:59:59 p.m. EDT to Grants.gov.

Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grants
The Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program supports metropolitan and multijurisdictional planning efforts that integrate housing, land use, economic and workforce development, transportation, and infrastructure investments in a manner that empowers jurisdictions to consider the interdependent challenges of: (1) economic competitiveness and revitalization; (2) social equity, inclusion, and access to opportunity; (3) energy use and climate change; and (4) public health and environmental impact. The Program places a priority on investing in partnerships, including nontraditional partnerships (e.g., arts and culture, recreation, public health, food systems, regional planning agencies and public education entities) that translate the Federal Livability Principles into strategies that direct long-term development and reinvestment, demonstrate a commitment to addressing issues of regional significance, use data to set and monitor progress toward performance goals, and engage stakeholders and residents in meaningful decision-making roles.��Pre-applications must be submitted by August 25, 2011 at 11:59:59 p.m. EDT to Grants.gov. 

TIGER Transportation Discretionary Grant Program
DOT announced the availability  of $526.944 million in TIGER Discretionary Grants.  As with the TIGER and TIGER II programs, funds for the FY2011 TIGER program are awarded on a competitive basis for projects that will have a significant impact on the Nation, a metropolitan area or a region.
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